ALICE DELIN. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 20 May 1862 -,—for, 



COPIES “ of the Depositions taken at a Coroner’s Inquest held at Tullamore, in 
the King's County , on the 3d day of January 1862, on the body of Alice Delin, 
who had been imprisoned in the County Gaol for Seven Days : ” 

“ Of the Order or Conviction (if any), and of the Committal, under which she 
was so imprisoned : ” 

“ Of the Entry (if any), of such Order or Conviction in the Petty Sessions Order 
Book of the District, and of all Entries or Orders appearing on the page of the 
said Order Book in which such Conviction or Order is entered 

“ Return stating when and from whom the said Conviction or Order was received 
by the Clerk of Petty Sessions, when he made an entry of the same in the Order 
Book, and in whose Handwriting the original of said Order or Conviction and the 
Signature thereto is : ” 

<£ Copy of the Informations sworn against the said Alice Delin : ” 

“ Return stating in whose Handwriting the original of said Informations is, where 
they were written, and also whether the Prisoner, the Deponent, or any Justice of 
the Peace were present while such Informations were being written ; and also, if 
the Prisoner was present when such Informations were afterwards sworn : ” 

“ And, Copy of any Correspondence of any Members of the Irish Government in 
relation to the above Case.” 



(Mr. O'Brien.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
4 July 1862. 
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COPIES of the Depositions taken at a Coroner s Inquest, held at Tullamore, in the 
King’s County, on the 3d day of January 1862, on the Body of Alice Delhi, who had 
been imprisoned in the County Gaol for Seven Days. 



King’s County to wit. 



An Inquisition had, indented, and taken at Tullamore, m said County, on the 3d of 
January, in the 25th year of the reign of our Sovereign Lady the Queen, before William 
A. Gouring, Esquire, one of the Coroners for said County, and the following Jury, on 
view of the Body of Alice Dillin, then lying dead at said place. 



Michael Cantwell. 
Nicholas Delamere. 
Thomas Sterling. 
John Rigney. 
Joseph Daun. 
Mathew Kelly. 
Joseph Jackson. 
William Kelly. 



Richard Willis. 
William Egan. 
Michael Dillon. 
Patrick Smollen. 
William Duggan. 
Thomas Ounes. 
Henry Burgess. 
Edward J. Oldlurn. 



Janies Minnock. 
Thomas Costello. 
James Sullivan. 
Peter Stanton. 
John Warren. 
William Adams. 
Patrick Galian. 



good and lawful men, who being duly attested, and charged to try and inquire when, 
how and by what means the said Alice Dillin came by her death, do on their oaths say 
and present that, on the 31st day of December 1861, at KiUelany, parish of GeasliiLi, 
barony of Geashill, and said King’s County, the said Alice Dillm died of natural causes, 
to wit, congestion of the lungs. 



In witness whereof the said coroner, as well as the aforesaid jurors, have hereunto 
affixed their names, this 3d day of J anuary 1862. 


(signed) Edward Cantwell. 


William Kelly. 


Nicholas Delamere. 


Patrick Smollen. 


Michael Dillon. 


Peter Staunton. 


William Egan (his + mark). 


Mot. Kelly. 


Edward J. Oldlurn. 


Richard Willis. 


T. L. Stirling. 


Henry Burgess. 


Joseph Dann. 


John Warren. 



William A. Gowing, 

Coroner, King’s County. 



King’s County to wit. 

Informations taken and acknowledged before me, at Tullamore, in said County, on 
the 3d day of January 1862, on view of the Body of Alicia Dillin, then lying dead at 
said place. 

Informant, Elizabeth Dillin, of Newtown, in said county, servant, who being duly 
sworn, deposeth and saith:— That deceased, whose body was just now viewed by the jury, is 
that of Alicia Dillin, formerly of Killelany, in said county. On last Friday I came to 
Tullamore Gaol, to see the deceased. I saw at the gaol a turnkey, who told me I would 
not see her. I came again at seven o’clock the following morning, and remained at the 
<vaol door until 10 o’clock. I heard a person saying, inside of the gaol gate, ine old 
woman is very bad.” I saw the priest after attending my mother, and he told me she was 
party feverish. A turnkey told me to get a car ; that he would not let her out it l uia 
not o-et a car. At either one or two I got the car, and went to the gaol. I was admitted, 
and there saw my mother as if she was half murdered. I asked her, “ Do you know me . 
She said, “ Yes, you are Betty.” I then lifted her on the car, assisted by three women. 
When I got upon the car with her, I asked her what happened to her; and she said, ^ she 
was murdered by severity and bad treatment from the wardsmaid that attended her ; and 
that the wardsmaid hit her on the shoulder with a poker ; and that she (the wardsmaid) took 
1 d. out of her pocket, which she had for tobacco. This conversation took place just m 
the street, after leaving the gaol. I then brought the deceased to Killelany , and minded 
her until she died. On Tuesday morning, about seven o’clock, she died. About a 

fortnight 
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fortnight before she (the deceased) went to gaol, I saw her; she was then as well as any 
time I saw her, and appeared in the best of health. She is 40 years living in Killelany ; 
she lived by dealing. She never begged any. She was one week in gaol, and was sent 
there for asking a grain of sugar (and did not get it) from Mrs. Carter. I am sore the 
deceased knew she was dying when she told me she received such bad treatment. I asked 
the deceased how she got the mark or cut that w r as over her eye. She said * £ she fell out of 
the bed in the gaol.” Before she went to gaol she had good sight, and could see well. The 
deceased is 79 years old. 

Elizabeth Dill in (her x mark). 

Sworn before me, 

(signed) William A. Goicing, Coroner 



The Rev. John Nolan, p. p., Killeigli and Geashill, saith: — I was called to see the 
deceased, Alicia Dillin, on Sunday the 29th December. I went to see her, and found 
her in a dying state. She told me she was dying ; I asked her what did she believe 
caused her death ; she said the journey to Tullamore gaol, and the treatment she re- 
ceived there. I repeated the question to her, in the presence of five or six persons, and 
her answer was again, “ that she believed that the journey, and the treatment she 
received in the gaol, caused her death, and nothing else.” She did not particularly state 
of any ill-treatment in the gaol, nor did I ask her. 

(signed) John Nolan. 

Sworn before me, 

(signed) William A. Gmoing, Coroner. 



Informant, Dr. John Ridley, saith: — I was sent for by the Governor of the Tullamore 
gaol, on Saturday morning the 28th Decembei’, about half-past 10 o’clock in the morning, 
to see the deceased named to me as Dillin. I found her in a very debilitated state ; the 
left arm and left leg paralyzed ; she had a wound over the right eye, on which there was a 
piece of plaster. On inquiring from the attendants I was informed the deceased had 
fallen out of the bed : that her daughter was there for the purpose of bringing her home. 
I asked to see the daughter, to explain to her that I did not think she, the deceased, was 
equal to a journey in her state. I was told that the daughter had gone down street, 
and that she had told the nurse of the gaol that she purposed bringing her to the infir- 
mary of the Tullamore workhouse. I was satisfied that such was to be the case, other- 
wise I would have endeavoured to induce her to leave her under my care in the infirmary 
of the gaol. Nurse Phillips, Mrs. Toomey, and Mr. Harding, the governor, were the 
persons I saw in attendance at the gaol. It appeared to me when I saw the old woman, 
that she had a sudden attack of paralysis ; trouble or excitement might cause these 
attacks ; any sudden shock to nervous system would cause such attacks. I believe the 
deceased was in a dangerous state, when I saw her. I am not in a position to say what 
was the cause of her death, but when I saw her she was bad enough to die in a couple of 
days. It is likely, carrying a woman of deceased’s time of life, delicate, and poorly 
covered, in an asses’ car, six Irish miles, and detaining her for some days in a gaol, would 
be likely to accelerate her death. 

(signed) John Ridley, M. D. 

Sworn before me, 

(signed) William A. Gowing, Coroner. 



John T. Gloveb, of Pliiilipstown, m. d., saith: — On Wednesday, the 1st January, 
I made an external examination of the body of the deceased, named Dillin ; there was a 
mark of a recent injury over the right eye ; she had a slight scrape on the elbow of the 
right arm ; she had the remains of a large ulcer on the back, and slight ulcer on the left 
great toe ; none of those injuries were sufficient to cause death. Coupled with the his- 
tory I have heard, and knowing her to be an old woman, ailing for many years, I believe, 
so far as the examination I have made, her death was caused by congestion of the lungs. 
I heard the history from the daughter-in-law and daughter of the deceased ; debility at 
deceased’s time of life, exposure of cold, and a change from a warm habitation to a cold 
one, might cause congestion of the lungs. I have heard, since I came into Court, that 
deceased had an attack of paralysis shortly before her death ; it is my opinion that 
deceased died of congestion of the lungs. It is also my opinion that travelling on a car 
to Tullamore gaol, would have very little effect on deceased, especially to a person of her 
habits of life. If deceased got a blow of a poker, a week previous to when I saw her. 
she would have the marks of it. 

(signed) John S. Glover, M. D. 

Sworn before me, 

(signed) William A. Gowing , Coroner. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO 



Patrick Payne, Sub-constable of the G-cashill District, saith: — I remember the 21st 
December. I was outside of the barrack-door, when Mr. Trench called me and told me 
to “ take that woman into custody.” I asked him was it Alicia Dillin ? pointing to her 
(this was in Miss Carton’s house at Geashill) ; he told me to take her into custody ; and, at 
the same time, pulled a book out of his pocket and swore Miss Carton, and asked her was 
it alms she asked. She said it was. Mr. Trench then desired me to bring her to the 
police barrack, and said he would commit her for a week to Tullamore Gaol. I then 
brought her to the barrack. The constable was not in at the time, but Sub-constable 
Burke made out an information and took it to Mr. Trench, to his office. This information 
was taken in the barracks ; this was Miss Carton’s information, but she was not present. 
It was from me that Burke wrote out the information of Miss Carton. I and Sub- 
constable Burke then brought the two women to Tullamore gaol. I am sure the deceased 
and the other prisoner was in the police barrack when the informations were sworn. We 
then brought the prisoners to gaol, in an ass’s carr, to Tullamore. We left Geashill about 
four o’clock. We arrived in Tullamore about 15 minutes after six o’clock. The deceased 
was very feeble, and complained along the way of being vex-y cold. I took my coat off 
and put it around her. When I came to the gaol she was veiy feeble and not able to 
walk. When she was charged by Trench she was near falling with the anxiety of being 
taken, and would have fallen only for me. The deceased complained on the way, that she 
was afraid she would not leave the gaol alive. I knew she would not live long. The 
deceased had oats on her back, in a bag, and had a basket with rags in it. Miss Carton told 
me, after I arrested the deceased, that it was some sugar she asked. She (Miss Carton) said 
she was a decent poor woman, and was not annoying her. It was inside in the house she 
asked the sugar. I heard the deceased never asked alms, and was a decent woman. This 
I heard from the people of the neighbourhood. 

(signed) Patrick Payne . 

Sworn before me, 

(signed) William A.'Gowing , Coroner. 



Jane Egan saith : — I am 72 years old. I live in the Queen’s County. On Tuesday, the 
24th, I was in gaol. I was there for asking one halfpenny from a gentleman ; I don’t know his 
name, but if I heard it I would remember xt. It was Mr. Commins. This occux-red in the street 
of Geashill. Mr. Trench was in his office, when he stepped out and asked Commins, “ what 
did this woman want ?” He said, “ money.” Mr. Trench asked, “ was it in the line of charity ?” 
cc It was,” said Commins. Mx\ Trench then beckoned his haud to one of the police, who 
came smartly to his call, and brought me to the police barrack, and left me there until he 
hired a car, and brought me to Tullamore gaol.’ At the police barrack at Geashill we were 
put into a celL Just as I was going into Mr. Trench’s office I saw Commins kiss a book ; 
after I saw Commins kiss the book, I did not hear him say anything. The two police 
were there all this time. There was no paper read for me at the office. Alicia Dillon 
was all this time with me, and took weakness inside in the cell, in the police barrack. I rapped 
the door, and the police brought her out to the fire. It was about half-past four o’clock 
when we were put in the ass’s car and brought on to Tullamore. It was about eight o’clock 
when we arrived in Tullamore. I was cold, and the deceased was trembling with cold all 
the way. One of the policemen took off his coat and put it about the woman, as she was 
trembling with the cold. When we came to the gaol our clothes were taken off and the 
gaol clothes put on. When we arrived we did not get a toothful to eat, until nine o’clock 
next mox-ning. I then got cold stirabout and good milk. Alicia Dillin got the same, but 
she was not able to eat it. From the time we were ax-rested in Geashill until the following 
morning we did not get one bit to eat. The deceased was a fellow-prisoner of mine, and 
she made no complaint of any one in the gaol, but said she would not live to see her time 
out. She did not make any complaint of being beaten in prison with a poker, nor was 
she. I never saw any one lift a hand to her in the gaol. She could not get any ill treat- 
ment in the gaol and I not to know it, for if she did she would tell me. 

Jane X Egan . 

Sworn before me, 

(signed) William A. Gowing, Coroner. 



At this point of the proceedings, about 5 o’clock p. m., I asked the jury would they 
adjourn until morning to hear the evidence of the other witnesses ; whereupon some of 
them said, “We want no more proof; we have agreed to our verdict.” I asked them what 
it was? they said of natural causes : to wit, congestion of the lungs. I again advised 
them to hear the evidence of Miss Carton, and also the persons in whose charge the 
deceased was whilst in gaol ; and to satisfy their minds sufficiently as to how she received 
the marks of violence she had on her, and which they saw. I then advised them 
generally, and distinctly told them that their refusing to hear the other witnesses which 
could be produced, woxxld be illegal ; and would give an opportunity, if sought for, to have 

the 
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the present inquisition which they were about to find quashed ; finding they would not 
hear any more witnesses, I again advised them generally, desiring them if they were of 
opinion that the death of Alicia Dillin was hastened by cold, which brought on con- 
gestion of the lungs, they were to find so ; if on the contrary they were of opinion that 
death resulted from natural causes alone, they were to find in accordance ; upon this they 
retired to their room for about half an hour, when 15 of the 23 agreed to the verdict on. 
the inquisition paper, and signed by them alone ; eight were for finding that death was 
hastened by being arrested and conveyed in cold and hard weather, and with insufficient 
clothing, to Tullamore gaol from Geashill. 

William A. Gouring, Coroner, 

King’s County. 



I certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the inquest and informations with state- 
ment of the coroner, returned to the Crown office of the King’s County, dated this 6th 
day of June 1862. 

Edm a . J. O'Neill, 

Deputy Clerk, Crown, for said King’s County. 



Order or Conviction and Committal. 



King’s County to Wit. 

Be it remembered that on the 21st day of December, in the year of our Lord, 1861, at 
Geashill, in the King’s County, Alice Dillon is convicted before me Thomas W. Trench, 
one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace in and for said county, of an offence against 
the statute made in the 10th year of the Reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled, 
“ An Act to make provision for the punishment of vagrants, and persons offending 
against the laws in force for the relief of the destitute poor in Ireland (that is to say), 
for the said Alice Dillon on the 21st day of December 1861, at Geashill, in the said 
county, placed herself in a begging position, and asked for alms, and for which said 
offence the said Alice Dillon is adjudged to be committed to the house of correction at 
Tullamore, there to be imprisoned for the period of one week. 



Given under my hand and seal, the day, year, and at the place first above written. 

Thomas IF. Trench. 
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Return stating when, and from whom, the Conviction or Order in the case of Alice 
Dillon was received by the Clerk of Petty Sessions at Cloneygown, when he made an 
Entry of the same in the Order Book, ana in whose Handwriting the original of said 
Order or Conviction, and the Signature thereto, is. 

Date when the conviction or order was received by clerk, and from whom ? — 30th 
December 1861, and from constable M'Alister of Geashill. 

Date when entry was made in order hook? — 30th December 1861. 

In whose handwriting the original of said order or conviction is, and in whose handwriting 
the signature thereto is ? — In clerk’s handwriting, and signed by Thomas W, Trench, 
Esq., J. P. 

(signed) William Irwin, 

Cloneygown, 4 June 1862. Clerk of Petty Sessions. 



(Form A. a.) — Information. 

Frances Carter, Complainant ; Alice Dillon, Defendant. 

Petty Sessions, District of Cloneygown, County of the King. 

The information of Frances Carter, Geashill, who saith on her oath, that on Saturday 
the 21st December 1861, that complainant was in her father’s house in the village of 
Geashill, in' said county, when a woman who now calls herself Alice Dillon came m, 
placed herself in a begging position, and asked her (complainant) for alms. 

(signed) Frances Carter, Informant. 

Sworn before me, this 21st day of December in the year 1861, at Geashill, in the 
said county. m m 

(signed) Thomas JJ . Trench, 

Justice of said County. 



Return stating in whose Handwriting the original of the Information in the case of 
Alice Dillon is, where they were written, and also whether the Prisoner, the 
Deponent, or any Justice of the Peace were present while such Informations were 
being written, and also if the Prisoner was present when such Informations were 
afterwards sworn. 

In whose handwriting the information is written?— In suh-constable Joseph O’Brien’s 
handwriting, Geashill. 

Where the informations were written ? — Do not know. 

Whether the prisoner, the deponent, or any justice of the peace were present when 
informations were taken? — Do not know. . 

If prisoner was present when informations were afterwards sworn. Do not know. 

(signed) William Irwin, 

Cloneygown, 4 June 1862, Clerk of Petty Sessions. 



King’s County, Tullamore, 14 June 1862. 

In reply to the 6th paragraph of the order from the House of Commons, I have to state 
that the original informations in the case of Alice Delin, deceased, are m the handwriting 
of first sub- constable Joseph O’Brien, 17,752; they were written in the barracks at 
Geashill, the prisoner was not present when they were being so written ; she was m the 
strong room ; neither was the deponent or a magistrate present. 

The prisoner was not present when those informations were afterwards sworn. 



F. Carr, Esq., Co. Inspector. 



(signed) 



C. M- Kerin, 

First Sub-Inspector. 



Tullamore, 15 June 1862. 



Submitted. 

(signed) Fredk. Carr , 

The Inspector General. c °' mt T I ns P“ tor - 
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Copt of Correspondence of Members of tbe Irish Government in relation to the 
case of Alice Delin. 



The Lord Chancellor’s Secretary to T. W. Trench, Esq. 

Lord Chancellor’s Secretary’s Office, Four Courts, Dublin, 
Sir, 28 January 1862. . 

I am directed by the Lord Chancellor to transmit to you the enclosed papers, and to • 
request that you will furnish his Lordship with any observations you may desire to make 
thereon. 

I have, &c. 

T. W. Trench, Esq. (signed) Mark Perrin. 



Thomas Weldon Trench, Esq., to the Lord Chancellor’s Secretary. 

Sir, Essex Castle, Carrickmacross, 11 February 1862. 

I beg to enclose you a statement connected with the accompanying documents, which 
I shall be obliged by your laying before the Lord Chancellor. I regret extremely that I 
was not able to send you my reply ere this. I can only hope that my unavoidable absence 
from home may prove sufficient apology. 

I have, &c. 

Mark Perrin, Esq. (signed) Thomas Weldon Trench. 



Thomas Weldon Trench, Esq., to the Right Honourable the Lord Chancellor. 

My Lord, Essex Castle, Carrickmacross, 11. February 1862. 

In returning the accompanying documents which your Lordship directed to be fur- 
nished to me for any observations I might think proper to make, I cannot refrain. from 
expressing the deep concern with which I have read the observations of the Solicitor 
General on my conduct as a magistrate in the two cases therein referred to. 

It would, perhaps, be considered presumptuous, in a magistrate of such small expe- 
rience as I am, to enter into a discussion as to the correctness of the opinion expressed by 
the Solicitor General, which I should hope would not have been adverse to me, had the 
circumstances which I am about to state for your Lordship’s information been brought 
under his notice. 

For some time past urgent and repeated complaints have been made to me by the 
inhabitants of the village of Geashill, of their having been subjected to much annoyance 
from strolling beggars, and though I had the strongest reasons for knowing that, such 
statements were well founded, I observed that those who made them preferred submitting • 
to those grievances of which they complained so bitterly, to making themselves obnoxious 
by. becoming prosecutors. 

Under this state of facts, I certainly considered that it was my duty as a magistrate 
resident, in the neighbourhood to put a stop to practices which I believed were injurious- 
to the villagers, as well as contrary to law. 

Being in the street of Geashill on the 21st of December last, I observed a woman whom 
I had not seen before, having the appearance of a strolling beggar, and whose name I 
subsequently learned was Jane Egan, addressing a person named John Comyns in such 
a way as left no doubt on my mind that she had been soliciting alms ; under these circum- 
stances, considering that the woman had committed the offence created by the 10 & 11 Viet, 
c. 84, s. 3, and that I had power under the 14 8s 15 Viet. c. 93, c. 8, to adjudicate on the 
case summarily, and that it was my duty to do so, when the offence was in fact committed 
under my own eyes, I directed the arrest of the woman, and as I conceived myself 
authorised to do, proceeded to hear the case. Comyns was duly sworn in the presence of the 
woman, and deposed that she had solicited him to give her alms in the shape of money ; she 
did not deny the charge, therefore I did commit and sentence her in the presence of Comyns 
to one week’s imprisonment. After adjudication and conviction, the petty sessions clerk not 
living at Geashill, or within six or ' seven miles of it, and not being then aware that the 
police were forbidden by their code to draw up or prepare such documents, I directed 
them to prepare an information in writing, which they undertook, and brought to me. I 
again swore Comyns as to the truth of it, but did not consider it necessary that the 
woman should be then present, as she had already been convicted on the parol testimony 
of the witness, given in her presence. The information in writing being merely necessary 
for the. committal, one of the constables subsequently prepared the committal, and I 
signed it ; should there be any formal defect in these documents, it is not for me to say, 

but 
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Irat your Lordship will bear in mind, I hope, that I had not and could not have the aid 
the proper officers to prepare them. ve ine aia °‘ 

J ™™ P ‘f A ‘if™ l*?l c !s nm i“5 e3 , “"“W with Alice Dillon. I did not know 



the name of this person or her place of abode previous to the day in ouestion“wt' TWI 
seen her on two or three previous occasions occupied iu a way which left nfdoiht on 
mind, as to her being a professional beggar. ' eit no doubt on inv 



I have since learned that she lodged at a house, situate about two miles from Gevhill 
and I have since also been informed that she was in the habit of begging and that on the 
morning of that day, she had begged and received monev from a respectable woman It 
residence of that person near Geashill. ' ‘ uie woman the 

cp et ' v , ee ,? t i e hours f 11 an ? one o'clock, I observed her entering, from the public street 
of Geaslull, the open door of the public dispensary there. From her appearance, and the 
manner m wlucli she was wandering about, I had no doubt she did so tor the pi rn,l of 
sohcitmg alms. made inquiry of Miss Frances Carter (who with her father hC^n and 
takes care of the dispensary) as to what this woman was about; she told me she had been 
soliciting alms. I have since learned that her first demand was for some sugar, and on 
being leiused, she then asked Miss Carter for money ; this request was made immediately 
on her crossing the threshold of the door, and as she was then standing in the public 
passage of the publice dispensary, under these circumstances I swore and examined Frances 
Carter m the presence of Alice Dillon; and upon her evidence, deeming that the offence 
. created by 10 & 11 Viet. c. 83, bad been committed, I convicted her, and sentenced her 
to one week s imprisonment, and she was then removed to the police barrack 

In the subsequent proceedings with the written informations and committal, my acts 
were exactly similar to those already described in the case of Jane Egan, and there- 
fore V‘o not deem it necessary to repeat them. I need hardly say, it is far from mv 
intention to state my opinion on a legal question to your Lordship, but I may be allowed 
to observe that common sense would lead a plain man to suppose that the spirit of the act 
for the suppression of street begging was equally transgressed, whether the be-o-ar whilst 
soliciting alms, chose to stand six inches inside or six inches outside the thresholS of an onen 
door from the public street. 1 

The two women being thus convicted and in custody, the police applied to me for an 
asses car for the removal of the women to Tullamore, which I gave ; and they were taken 
there m the usual manner, the police barracks at Geashill not containing any proper 
accommodation for prisoners. I had not at the time the slightest idea that “Alice Dillon 
laboured under any disease, nor did she make to me, nor did I hear of her makino- to any 
one, any statement or representation to any one that her health would be endangered bv 
her transmission to gaol, and I deny the statement that the woman was near falling or 
showed any symptoms of weakness, when charged with the offence. 

Subsequently both convictions were duly entered in the books of the petty sessions, 
pursuant to the provisions of the 14 & 15 Viet. 

The proceedings at toe inquest were conducted by the police, who state that it was 
attended by counsel, instructed by a solicitor ; with this I had nothing to do, these Gentle- 
men were not employed by me, or by any one on my behalf. If tliis had been, or if I 
had been represented there, I entertain a firm belief that this case, as it has come before your 
Lordship, would have assumed a very different aspect. But I venture to submit to your 
Lordship’s candid judgment, that it would be most unjust to those whose duty it is to 
execute the laws and most destructive to the administration of them, to hold magistrates 
who have acted without any object or motive but a desire to do their duty, responsible for 
consequences which they could neither foresee or prevent. For myself/ 1 most sincerely 
declare I had no indirect or unworthy object in either of these proceedings, and that I was 
solely actuated by a desire to perform a duty, which I believed to be an imperative one 
from the increase in the number of persons who publicly, solicited alms in the street of 
Geashill. 

Your Lordship may easily believe how deeply concerned I am to find that the Solicitor 
General should not merely have directed that my conduct should be brought under your 
Lordship’s especial notice, but that he should have expressed an opinion that the proceed- 
ings were not creditable to me ; if I understood that expression only in the sense that I 
had erred in some formal particular, or not shown a sufficient acquaintance with leo-al 
technicalities, I should have received with thankfulness, such caution as might prove 
useful for my future guidance, but fearing as I do that the expressions used are“meant in 
a different sense, and intended to imply that I have been guilty not of an error of judg- 
ment, but of improper harshness or severity towards Alice Dillon, I must most firmly pro- 
test against that imputation, feeling as I do, that I neither had, nor could by any one who 
knows me, have been supposed to have had any object or motive other than an honest 
desire to execute the law, and promote the welfare of a neighbourhood, in which it is not 
loo much to say that I have taken and manifested as deep an interest as any resident in it. 

It is unfortunate for me that all the representations of my conduct should come from mem- 
bers of the police force, as your Lordship will find on inquiry that, to say the least, several 
members of that body are at present not actuated by any friendly motives towards me. 



The Eight Hon. the Lord Chancellor. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Thos. Weldon Trench . 
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The Lord Chancellor to Thomas Weldon Trench, Esq. 

Lord Chancellor's Secretary’s Office, Four Courts, 

Dublin, 4 March 1862. 

transmitted with your lcttei ot the i . - h directed by the several documents 

proceedings to which hi. Lordship fSenant, and the explanations 
transmitted to him by desire of Ans E ^ that your conduct on the occasions 

given by you, his Lordship feels boutw o -i n The clause of the statute 

practice of vagrancy in the locality wit ^nairistvate should be regular in form as 

SiT=M 

sstfS 

trate, prosecutor, and judge , as a ma^is * ™ - id an( j i ia d t lie accused brought before 

S=SS&is:'i»" 

be Th^eque»t information, in writing do not appear to 

necessary, and he, therefore, does, not seem that Z 

mei 

these proceedings in consequence of this illegahty— Hint ot the extent t j ae | 4 

he held responsible for the unfortunate event which suhsequentiy happened, T o “ 
of Alice Dillon. Upon that question the Lord Chancellor does not ieel tbat ne ong 
produce any forma? opinion, ‘but be cannot avoid mating some X th lr ££ 
observe that magistrates acting without any object or mote re bu t a | f ““ e J r 
ought not to be held responsible for consequences winch they co " . . .. ^ £. ee 

prevent. The observation is a just one, where tlie act of the ™^ ist • trfe d in the 

from illegality. It may also be said that you do not appear to l ave mteiterea 
actual removal of the prisoner to gaol, except in supplying the vehicle h 

conveyed there. You deny that her apparent condition, as far as it came ; nnaer ye 
notice, was such as to lead you to apprehend any dangerous acle to you 

mittal to prison, nor does it appear that any remonstrance or mgftem * eaK L e 

on the subject. Still the whole proceeding was hasty and irregular , it had th Pj>' ^ 
of great and unnecessary harshness, and the conviction and tlie result 

The verdict of the coroner’s jury does not indeed find that the woman . fc 

of the arrest, removal, or imprisonment, or that it was accelerated by girled 

it would not have created much surprise had the case been other wn .e, had the » hmnea 
and agitating proceedings led directly to the fatal result, and had % Lj* concirned: 
consequence been of a very serious character as against you and all pa borne 

such, in truth, appears to have been tlie opinion of eight of the , 0 f the 

out by some of the evidence, and in itself not very unwarranted by the piobabi lit e > i 
case. All the considerations to which I have thus adverted have led the L -nion 

to entertain a very unfavourable opinion of your conduct m these proceedings, 1 
m strong that Ms Lordship Us Ltl much difficulty m commg to any other coucf 
than that you ought not finger to be entrusted with magisterial functions which yo^ 
appear to have exercised with so much irregularity and precimtanoy, J 0M i 

calamitous an event. His Lordship is, however, able to add, that y ou ha f T ^ t 
motive in those proceedings ; tlut you were bend fide actuated by a “ ffid 

the law in force in what you considered to be the public benefit; that lega y y 
jurisdiction to deal with the offences charged against the convicted parties, ^ W i,; c h 
errors which you may have fallen into in the course of proceedings under a s a 
admits of the most summary procedure, do not appear to have been other than err j^g^t ; 
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mcnt ; a judgment prompted perhaps too hastily by your strong determination to protect 

the inhabitants of your vicinity from annoyance and imposition. 

VSring the case in this light, the Loral Chancellor hopes he may, trr.hont perf to the 
administration of justice, refrain from taking the extreme step of removing you from 
the commission of the peace. His Lordship rv.ll trust that m umre you urdl ^ art with 
more caution and consideration, and so as not to give occasion lor any mmadr einouot 
your conduct as a magistrate of ® grave a character as Ins Lordship has telt bound to 
make on the present occasion. j haye &c _ 

Thomas Weldon Trench, Esg. (signed) Mart Perm,. 
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